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My wife, Judy, passed away six months ago. | have had many people ask me how | am doing. My
response is “OK”. It is still very hard, very lonely. But, God’s grace is sufficient.

Sometime back | had someone tell me | needed to get Vance Havner’s book “Though | Walk Through the
Valley”. It tells about how he faced the death of his wife. Although this book was written over 40 years ago, it was
like he was reading my mail today.

One of the things | have found myself saying over and over is “She is gone!” Gone are the calls | made
as soon as a revival service was over so | could tell her what happened. Gone is her meeting me at the door
when | return from a revival. Gone are the special times of sitting and talking hour after hour. Gone are seeing
her still laughing at my jokes she had heard hundreds of times. Gone is the awareness that it will never be again
down here. So, | just find myself saying, “She is gone!”

But, Jesus has said to my heart, But God is not gone. The Bible is not gone. The Holy Spirit is not gone.
Jesus is not gone. Christian friends are not gone.

This is something Vance Havner said that has blessed me and helped me. He said one of these days the
picture will change. What is gone will be present and what is so present now will be gone.

Think about this. Where will tears be then? Gone, for God will have wiped them away. What happened
to death? Gone! What about sorrow? Gone! What about crying? Gone! What about sickness, cancer that took
Judy’s life? Gone! What about the devil? Gone! What about sin and wickedness? Gone! What about the
wicked men in the world? Gone to where they belong! What became of darkness and night? Gone! In heaven
there will be eternal day and Jesus is on the throne! All that has gone here will be present and all that is so
hurtfully present will be gone!!

God has shown me that really our loved ones are not gone, they have just gone on ahead! One day we
will be with them! | understand more than ever what Paul was saying in Phillipians 1:23-24. “For [ am in a strait
betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Chrigt; which ig far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh i more

needful for you.” | look forward to one day going to heaven to see Jesus and my dear loved one. But, God has

kept me here to preach the Gospel and to win as many as possible to Jesus Christ. Pray that | will be faithful to
God’s call on my life!
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